


ABOUT THE

FISHER SCHOOL
OF ACCOUNTING

he Fisher School is committed to providing
T global thought leadership by developing future
professional and academic leaders through graduate
education programs, creating influential research,

and engaging with the global professional community.

The School provides a detailed focus on the complex
skill of accounting. As one of the nation’s few free-
standing accounting schools, students in the program
experience a curriculum dedicated to growth in an
intricate field. As a professional school in a top 10
public research university, the School is committed
to scholarly research, teaching, and service to
advance knowledge and prepare future leaders for

business, professional, and academic careers.






SUMMARY

As yc il te Ithe sampling of items highlighted in the j}of:tﬁi t, the
Fisher Schoao ndents, faculty, and staff continue their hard wa )n. mean Iand
productive activities. Our students exhibit quality engagement b Iinside a fide
the classroom, report excellent placement, and demonstrate outstanding performance
on the CPA exam. Our faculty members contribute to the accounting profession in many
ways, putting their many talents to work for both the University of Florida and the
global accounting profession, including working with key regulatory bodies and leading
research journals. Our staff is continuously improving our student services, and our
alumni continue to be recognized for significant achievements. The Fisher School is
externally recognized with top 10 program rankings, including improved rankings this

year over our already impressive numbers.

We are saddened this year to report the passing of two key individuals in the history of
the Fisher School - John Simmons, the inaugural Director of the School, and Dan Smith, a
professor famous for his teaching expertise. See the articles about Professors Simmons
and Smith later in the report.

It takes all of us — students, faculty, staff, alumni, and friends - to make the Fisher School
of Accounting what it is. I thank you all for your part in our success. We hope to see you
on campus or at one of our alumni events in your city in the coming year.

Thank you,

/z.r

GARY MCGILL

UGGAN PROFESSOR
chool of Accounting

FACULTY

Fisher faculty are passionate about shaping their

profession by producing relevant research. But that’s only

the beginning of their role. They work closely with our

students to create accounting professionals ready to lead.

STUDENTS

Students at the Fisher School are recognized for their
work in and out of the classroom. From building their
network with peer students to being recognized by
organizations outside of UF, students are prepared to

compete with peers from any university in the world.

ENGAGEMENT

Staying connected with the Fisher School is an
important part of being an alumnus. Just as alumni
paved the way for your educational experience in
Gainesville, you have the opportunity to create a better

future for Fisher students.

ACADEMICS

The Fisher academic experience is recognized with
strong rankings from publications around the globe.
Students in undergraduate and graduate programs

know they are receiving a transformational education.

ALUMNI

Graduating from the Fisher School sets students up

for success. What they learn on campus is directly
transitioned into their careers and the impact they have

on the accounting profession.



OUR SHARED PURPOSE

The Fisher School serves business and accounting professionals

and educators through innovative and high-quality teaching and

research with a focus on providing the education necessary for

successful careers in leadership positions. The School promotes the

understanding and practice of accounting and business through its
research, teaching and service.

OUR SHARED VALUES

>
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The achievement of continuous improvement

Knowledge enhancement through high-quality research, which
is broadly defined to include discovering new knowledge,
integrating and applying that knowledge, and communicating it
to others

High-quality, innovative and relevant professional and doctoral
education

Broad faculty and staff involvement in the full range of mission-
related activities by recognizing and utilizing the unique skills
and contributions of individual faculty and staff members

The sentiments and advice of the faculty are important to faculty
governance

Academic excellence in all actions undertaken to fulfill our
mission

An environment of collegiality and mutual respect.

Active participation and support by our alumni and friends for
our programs

Outreach to the business and professional community



OUR MEASURES OF

- Overall recognition of the Fisher School brand

- High level and improving placement in appropriate
media rankings of accounting programs

- Consistent ranking among the top ten
public university accounting programs

- Consistent ranking in the top half
among the accounting programs of
a set of defined peer schools

- External recognition of the high quality and
diversity of our students, faculty and staff

- General satisfaction of stakeholders
including students, faculty, administration,
supporters, parents, recruiters and others

- Alignment of resources and mission,
objectives and activities

- Adequacy and quality of physical
and intellectual resources
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2018-19 FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

The research component of the Fisher School mission is important.
Over the last five years, 12 current faculty members published

69 articles in peer-reviewed journals. These include:

THE ACCOUNTING REVIEW
JOURNAL OF ACCOUNTING RESEARCH

ACCOUNTING, ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIETY

L 2 T T 2

CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTING RESEARCH

2 REVIEW OF ACCOUNTING STUDIES

-)‘lLLAUDITING: A JOURNAL OF PRACTICE & THEORY

> THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN TAXATION ASSOCIATION
2> NATIONAL TAX JOURNAL

2> MANAGEMENT SCIENCE

among 20 others

These papers address important issues in accounting, auditing, and taxation. A

number of faculty also are involved in producing textbooks used around the world.

Fisher faculty frequently speak at academic and professional conferences,
present their research at other universities, participate in leadership roles

in national organizations, and advise private and government entities.

} For more on Fisher’s faculty,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher


http://news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

Highlights

Dr. W. Robert Knechel

Frederick E. Fisher Eminent Scholar
and Director of the International
Accounting and Auditing Center

- Dr. Knechel was named Senior Editor of The Accounting
Review. Now in its 92nd year of publication, The Accounting
Review is the premier journal for publishing articles
reporting the results of accounting research and explaining
and illustrating related research methodology. He will begin
his three-year term as Senior Editor on June 1, 2020.

“Being named Senior Editor is one of the highest honors that can
accrue to an accounting academic,” Knechel said. “It is actually
guite humbling. There have only been 25 Senior Editors since

the journal was first started in 1926. I will be number 26. Being
Senior Editor offers a rare chance to influence the development of
accounting research in a broad and meaningful way.”

- Dr. Knechel was one of five recipients of the 2018-2019
Doctoral Dissertation Advisor/Mentoring Award from the
University of Florida Graduate School. The award recognizes
a standard of excellence, innovation and effectiveness in
mentoring doctoral students through their final dissertation.
Knechel is the third Warrington faculty member to receive
the award.

To read more about Dr. Knechel’s achievements,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

>
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OTHER FACULTY

HIGHLIGHTS

MARCUS KIRK,
PWC ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Kirk served as the American Accounting
Association National Meeting Co-Coordinator for
the Financial Accounting & Reporting Section. He
received an “‘Outstanding Service Award.”

SONIA SINGH
SENIOR LECTURER

Singh was promoted to Senior Lecturer. She was
also awarded the Warrington Undergraduate
Teacher of the Year.

BOBBY CARNES
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Carnes’ paper in The Accounting Review was
referenced by the Securities and Exchange
Commission in their deliberations over whether
to extend the SOX 404(b) exemption for small
accelerated filers.

JENNY TUCKER
J. COOK/DELOITTE PROFESSOR

Tucker was invited by the Public Company
Accounting Oversight Board to present her research.

To read more Fisher faculty highlights,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

>
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FISHER SCHOOL MOURNS
THE LOSS OF TWO

IMPACTFUL MEN

During the 2018-19 year, the Fisher
School lost two important men to the
history of the School.

John K. Simmons, the inaugural Director of the Fisher School,
passed away at the age of 81 in Chesapeake, Virginia, where he
lived after retiring from the University of Florida. Dr. Simmons
was born in Beloit, Kansas and earned his Ph.D. in Accounting
from The Ohio State University in 1967. He had a long and
distinguished academic career, serving as the President of

the American Accounting Association among many other
national leadership roles. He retired from UF as the KPMG
Distinguished Service Professor. Dr. Simmons was also an
accomplished sailor.

Dan Smith, who served as a professor at Fisher from 1971-
1991, passed away in February 2019. Dr. Smith also worked

as an accounting professor at the University of Georgia from
1991-2010 before retiring. He attended undergraduate school
at Baylor University and graduate school (master’'s and PhD)
at The Ohio State University. Dr. Smith was recognized many
times for his excellence in teaching.



NEW
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Fisher students are prepared to uphold the standard

of graduates that have come before them. They’'re
equipped through rigorous academics and see their
knowledge reinforced through student organizations, case
competitions and internships. It all falls into the Fisher

student experience.

>

For more on our accounting stud
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fi

FISHER SCHOOL HOSTS
ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET

The Fisher School of Accounting Spring Awards Banquet was

held at the end of the spring semester. The event recognized

standout students and faculty from across the School.

AWARDS

J. Michael Cook Student Leadership Award
<> Alex Melton
Ed Triplett Student Leadership Award
- Ashley Turnoff
Chrislynn Freed Master of Accounting
Outstanding Student of the Year
- Dayna Simon
J. Michael Cook Excellence in Teaching Award

- Michael Mayberry

SCHOLARSHIPS &
FELLOWSHIPS

Fisher MACC Fellowship
- Louis Zehil

Richard E. Darby Accounting Scholarship
- Austin Herzberg

Jim and Sandy Wadsworth Scholarship
- Jiahui Cheng

Don Miller 5th Year Accounting Scholarship
< India Maldonado

FSOA Commemorative Gallery

Fund Fellowship
- David Glass

Joseph Lumia Memorial Fellowship

- Lisandra Perdomo

- |

Ralph W. Miller Scholarship
- Yangqi Li
- Samantha Reisman
- Sara Uman
Robert N. Lowe, Jr. Family
Accounting Scholarship
- Alexis Huggins
William E. Crown, Jr. Fellowship
< Elena Guzman
< Samuel Lazzara
- Amanda Sarbey
Gerson, Preston and Company, CPA Fellowship
- Christy Evans
- Xinyi Pan
- Mackenzie Patel
Aaron and Carly Topol Scholarship
- Bryan Sheldon
Barbara Jean Raskin Award for
the Advancement of Women in
the Accounting Profession
- Ashlyn Lowe
FICPA Scholarship Nominees
- Ana Castro
Rachel Moore
Elliot Karr
Andres Padilla
Collin Kosuch

Jake Pagano



http://news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

The Fisher School hosted the 12th annual Women in
Accounting Symposium in November.

The event was sponsored by Deloitte, EY, Grant
Thornton, KPMG and PwC. It provided networking
and growth opportunities for current students, Fisher
alumnae and other women in accounting.

“A big unplanned topic this year was
about building other women up and
bringing women with you as you
rise to the top. It really spoke to me,
and | hope it spoke to many of our
attendees.”

DIANA WENG,
FISHER SCHOOL PH.D. CANDIDATE

> To read more of Weng’s first-person experience from the event, visit
news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher


http://news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

FISHER STUDENT SELECTED FOR

PRESTIGIOUS
ACCOUNTING
PROGRAM

Amy Scheb was chosen for the
Financial Accounting Standards
Board’s Postgraduate Technical
Assistant Program. This is the

second year in a row that a student
from the Fisher School’s Master of
Accounting program has been chosen
to participate.

This prestigious year-long program
allows recent accounting program
graduates to learn about standard
setting and the accounting profession
from the ground up.

“I will be assigned to major agenda projects and/or to
short-term practice and implementation issues that
currently face the FASB,” Scheb said. “Within each, |
will be highly involved in the standard-setting process,

from research to implementation.”

To read more about Amy’s accomplishment,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

>
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OLARSHIP

Ashlyn Lowe is the
recipient of a 2019-
2020 Public Company
Accounting Oversight
Board (PCAOB) academic
scholarship. The
scholarship will cover
$10,000 worth of tuition,
fees, books and supplies.

Lowe is a combined
undergraduate and
graduate student at the
Fisher School. She will
start her final year of
the program this fall and
is set to graduate in the
spring of 2020.

“Receiving this
scholarship gives me
added confidence that |
am capable and worthy
of jumping headfirst into
my accounting career

in hopes of fulfilling my
goal of having a positive
impact and making a
difference,” she said.


http://news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher
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2018-19 ANNUAL REPORT: ENGAGEMENT

SHAPE THE LEGACY OF
THE FISHER SCHOOL

1368
s e e e The Fisher 45 Legacy Challenge is both
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e : e LA, : et = S N .’Bw ¥ " 5 = alumni and friends to consider making

an estate commitment to benefit the
Fisher School of Accounting. We currently
have 27 documented estate gifts and

are aiming to bring that number to 45,
representing the number of years since
our School was founded.

FISHER

i
PLEASE CONTACT ALISON LAW r':d—l“_“
: 1
)

WITH ANY QUESTIONS

- - LEGALCY
alison.law@warrington.ufl.edu CHALLEMGE

Every Fisher graduate had their experience influenced by

donors. Whether through a scholarship or a guest speaker

in class, Fisher alumni take pride in giving back to the

School to ensure that future generations can benefit from .‘i

the same strong experience. ﬁ

> For more on staying connected with Fisher,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher


http://news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

E. Lovelle Ahrano Scholarship

Gina Babicz Memorial Fellowship
Batson-Siegel Accounting Scholarship
Blank Family Endowment

Joseph F. & Theresa A. Cannella Family
Master’s in Accounting Scholarship

J. Michael Cook / Deloitte
Professorship Fund

Bob Crouch Family Accounting
Excellence Fund

William E. Crown, Jr. Fellowship

Joy McCann Culverhouse
Excellence in Accounting Fund

Richard E. Darby Accounting
Scholarship

William E. Davis Family
Fellowship in Accounting

Deloitte Partners Professorship
Endowment

Duggan, Joiner & Co.
Accounting Endowment

J. Roy Duggan Professorship
Ernst & Young Endowment
Ernst & Young Excellence Fund

Ernst & Young Professorship
of Accounting

Frederick E. Fisher Accounting Fund

Frederick E. Fisher Eminent
Scholar Chair

Fisher School of Accounting
Enhancement Fund

Fisher School of Accounting
Commemorative Gallery Fund

Fisher School of Accounting
Director’s Excellence Fund

Chrislynn Freed Master of Accounting
Student of the Year Award

Gerson Hall Excellence Support Fund

Gerson, Preston and Co. CPA Fellowship

Grant Thornton Faculty Fellowship
KPMG Professorship in Accounting
Jack Kramer Professorship

Robert N. Lowe, Jr. Family
Accounting Scholarship

Joseph Lumia Memorial Fellowship

Roddy & Leslie Melendez
Student Excellence Fund

Joelen K. and Robert G.
Merkel Endowment

Don Miller 5th Year
Accounting Scholarship

Ralph W. Miller Scholarship
Randall L. Parks Endowment

PricewaterhouseCoopers Faculty
Fellowship in Accounting

PricewaterhouseCoopers
Professorship in Accounting

Luciano Prida, Sr. Term Professorship

Leland M. Reiner Memorial Scholarship

The Bond Foundation, Inc. Endowment
Thibault Family Endowment

Aaron and Carly Topol Accounting
Scholarship Endowment

Jim & Sandy Wadsworth
Scholarship Endowment

Mark & Karen Wolfson
Family Endowment

James W Wynns Accounting
Excellence Fund

m
4
O
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=
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DEFERRED GIFTS

Marion “Bill” Averett
Bernie Berkman

W. Thomas Brooks
John Bumgarner
Martin Chernoff

J. Michael Cook
Harry Daniels
Jeffrey M. Davidson
Timothy Deckert

A. Ross Evans
Jimmy Fischer

Fred Fisher

Gary L French

Dr. Jack Guistwhite
Ryan & Julia Kittner
Andrew McGhin, Jr.
Joelen K. Merkel
Barbara Jean Raskin
Davis Rembert

Jay Rossin

Jerome Schine

Dr. John Simmons
Doug Thompson
Alfred C. Warrington IV
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$100,000+

< KPMG Foundation
- Xavier E. & Mrs. Ember C. Prida

$50,000-$99,999

- Deloitte Foundation

< William J. & Catherine T. Goodrum
- Prida-Guida & Co., P.A.

- Alfred C. & Judy A. Warrington

$25,000-s$49,999

J. Michael & Mary Anne Cook
Ernst & Young Foundation

David P. & Josephine Nichols
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

9
>
>
9
>
- James B. & Sandra M. Wadsworth

Gulf Coast Community Foundation, Inc.

$10,000-524,999
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vy by

Joseph F. & Theresa A. Cannella
Donald & Carole Chaiken Foundation
Donald & Carole(d) Chaiken
Robert E. & Sharon Z. Chevalier
Jason R. & Susan G. Connery
Randy C. & Adrienne J. Figur
Glenn S. & Chrislynn W. Freed
Grant Thornton Foundation
Jeffrey C. & Karen C. Jones

Ben (d) & Mary E Latham
Leslie A. & Rodrigo J. Melendez
Henry H. & Peggy B. Miyares
Lori G. & Kevin S. Nissen
Steven K. Rainey

Raymond James Charitable
Endowment Fund

Sean M. & Maureen D. Richards
Robert Tache

Steve & Holly L. Thibault

Aaron S. & Mrs. Carly D. Topol

$5,000-$9,999

D2 2R 2RV 2RV 2R ZERVEE VR ZEE 2 SRRV SRR R 2

Scott L. & Sara M. Adams
Gerard A. & Nancy L. Arsenault
Anthony D. & Carla Beckman
Jeremy B. & Stephanie A. Blank
Edward Blum

The Bond Foundation, Inc.
Ruth Camp Campbell Fdtn.
Martin Chernoff, C.P.A.

Cherry Bekaert LLP

Cherry Bekaert LLP

Crowe LLP

J. Michael & Mrs. Kim F. Custer
Jonathan J. & Sheila H. Davies
ExxonMobil Corp.

Gary L. French

Matthew & Doris B. Geller

Irvin N. & Darlene Gleim
George J. & Christine M. Kehl
Mrs. Minde W. & Lewis J. King
Eli Lilly & Co.

Steven G. & Adrienne D. Messing



Bert T. & Carmen S. Mills

Steven E. Morrison

Solon F. O’Neal, Jr.

Jesse B. & Florence E. Ostrum
Nick J. & Melanie G. Reader
Richard H. & Patricia M. Simonet
Loreen M. & Marc A. Spencer
Brenton W. & Julie M. Maxwell-Steiner
Grant Thornton Foundation
Charles W. & Sylvia E. Uhrig
James H. Vogt

Dave R. & Kristi K. Wagley

D2 2R N ZRUZER ZE N R

$1,000-54,999

Gregory B. Adams

Daniel J. & Candice E. Amat

David A. & Sharon S. Apseloff

Justin B. & Lindsey Avery

Geoffrey T. & Mrs. Mirjam Ball

Diane M. Barrett

BDO USA LLP

Barry N. & Arlene J. Berlin

Kent N. & Alexa Berry

Jessica R. Bloom

Jennifer Leavengood & Stephen G. Blume
Brad & Alexandra M. Bond

Susan M. Borland

Scott C. & Christine C. Cerutti

Janet Chive

Thomas A. & Wendi R. Christensen
Reverend Paul H. & Linda A. Cleveland

Community Foundation
of Tampa Bay, Inc.

Mrs. Mallory G. & Scott M. Curtin
Kevin Michael & Sandra M. Davis
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Diana L. & Melvin Delgado

Paul A. & Denise Demick

Nicole C. & Matthew S. Ekendahl
James C. & Nancy C. Elliott
Elsevier, Inc.

Kevin P. & Debra A. English
Asim & Yasmeen S. Fareeduddin
Frank S. & Susan M. Ferreri
Frederick E. Fisher
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Janet S. Foshee

Jeffrey H. & Tamera M. Foster
FrontStream

R. Doug Gawrych

Glenn N. & Bonnie S. Geffner
Edward M. & Mrs. Yaeko S. Hanna
David R. Hazels

Kevin Herzberg

Cheryl D. & Neal A. Hochberg
Kyle P. & Mrs. Shannon B. Howry
Theodore & Sharon L. loannidis
Lisa A. Jenkins

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta
Lisa R. & C. F. Johnson IlI
Benjamin L. Klein

Michael L. & Kimberly L. Kohner
Daniel W. & Mrs. Jean A. Koivu
Bruce D. & Elizabeth C. Landrum
Jeannette M. Leighton

Howard A. & Mrs. Melany G. Levenson
Scott A. Mager

Joseenriqgue Martinez

Debbie P. & Andy J. Mason
Daniel D. & Debi V. McRae

Tyler A. Medley

James R. & Kira J. Metcalfe
Dean A. Millard

Thomas M. Munas

Brian R. & Michele R. Murphy
Vincent P. Oatis Il

Tony R. & Tiffany H. Otero
Debbie M. & Jeff Oviedo

Michael C. & Kerri Percent

Omer Qaiser

Mrs. Thais D. Rodriguez-
Caez & Brian Caez

RSM US LLP

Scott D. & llisa E. Sarbey

David & Mrs. Lorel Schinasi

Jerome A. Schine

Mark & Nancy J. Schroeder

Paige F. Simpson

David A. & Mrs. Radostina T. Smalling
Bonnie S. Sockel-Stone & Elliot N. Stone
Dean G. Sorrentino
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Julie Haney & Robert S. Sullivan
Mrs. Destinee A. Swanson

Lara Thrush-Long & Brian T. Long
Time Warner, Inc.

Brian P. Trauman

David W. & Sarah M. Uslan

Emily T. Warthen

David W. & Maria A. Weinberg

S. Benjamin & Maura Weiner

R. Todd & Sharon F. Wilson
Christopher L. & Mrs. Yeniley L. Winfrey
Jacob C. & Holly L. Wise

Morris C. & Mrs. Ivonne G. Wycoff

$500-5999
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Lisa Q. Archibald

Cecilia E. Billingsley

Christina P. & Charles W. Cardillo
Kelly A. Carline

Joseramon Carrasco

Steven G. & Susan D. Christovich
Antonio & Stephanie S. Correa
Lance A. Cottle

Darden Restaurants, Inc. Foundation
Barbara L. & Kevin E. Dembinski
Matthew K. & Mrs. Morgan M. Dembinski
Bettina B. & Matthew A. Dumar
Robert L. Edris

Marilyn D. & Robert C. Ellyson

Kelly M. & John W. England

Kristin R. & Miguel A. Fonseca
Edwin A. & Sylvia J. Foreman

Karen B. & David L. Fortune

Susan K. & Jeffery L. Fuller

James W. Geary

Michael S. George

Holly L. Gershow & Daniel W. Singer
The Glenmede Corp.

Sheryll A. Goedert

Hugh A. & Margaret H. Gower
Ashley L. Graham

Susan L. & Donald E. Grant

Patricia L. Green & Bill Gerrard

Cary A. & Karen L. Gums
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Steven P. & Nurit N. Haft
Stuart J. & Allison Rogers-Haft
Cynthia L. & Bradley B. Hansen
R. Thomas Harrell

Todd A. Hewlett

John A. & Margaret L. Hubner
Brett A. Johnson

Clayton C. Johnson

Linda K. & Charles L. Johnson
Steven G. & Arlene B. Kern
Gregory D. & Mary S. Kirby
Ron S. & Lisa A. Kozlin

Lou Ann Lanier

Deann Lazzari-Wojcicki &
Frank H. Wojcicki

Lisa Lettenmaier

Alfonso R. & Elsa Lopez
David N. & Astrid Loving
Judith M. Mercier

MetLife Foundation

Alan E. Mibab

Joan L. Millett

Grant S. & Ann L. Morehead
Ira R. & Karen V. Nassi

Brian S. & Kimberly S. Pennington
Gordon L. & Susan Postle

Michael P. & Shari M. Quackenbush

Bard D. Rockenbach
Jenny E. & Reed L. Russell
John M. & Eileen A. Sarris

Christopher M. & Rhonda K. Schaeffer

Chip Schilb

Paul H. & Jennifer M. Silverglate
Jack Sinuk

Jeffrey M. & Lisa L. Sperber
Dulce U. & Mike Stenglein

Mia C. & Phillip L. Stutzman
Mary E. & Timothy M. Sweeney
Adam J. Traub

Karen C. & Bruce Turpin

Mark D. & Tina M. Veil

Ettore D. Ventrice

Christopher N. Watford

Todd C. & Rebecca H. Wilkins
James E. & Marilyn M. Williams
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Xiao L. Zhao
Brian M. & Melissa Zophin

$100-$499
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Christopher J. & Kristin E. Abel
Brandon E. Adler

Debra M. & Andres F. Alberdi
Edward B. & Camille F. Alexander
Ludwick Alexis

Allyson A. & Derrick E. Andres
Jonathan L. & Jill F. Andron
Daniel P. & Angela M. Armstrong
Jennifer L. & S. Scott Armstrong
Michael A. Baas

Jeffrey D. & Sandy Baiocco

Vicki S. & Richard S. Bair

Ann E. Baker

Michael Batson

Julie R. & Richard G. Baum
Michael A. Beattie & Danielle V. Dennis
Nancy L. Bell-Sigman & Gregg S. Sigman
Bergen County United Way
Richard P. Bernard

Laura P. & Timothy M. Bever
Brian M. & Deborah J. Blacher
Allen D. & Kristin B. Blay

Russell S. Bogue, Jr.

Matthew S. Boyle & Gretchen G. Woods
Dustin J. Breck

Kenneth L. & Linda G. Brown
Robert W. & Donna L. Buffett
Benjamin Bukhar

Michelle K. & Jeffrey D. Butt

B. Dane & Terri L. Byers

Robert J. Carey

Linda M. & Robert G. Carneal
Jose M. Castro

Monica M. Cerra

Scott M. & Julie Clements

Paul H. Colin

Lena G. Combs

Lisa A. & J. Boyd Commander
John C. & Gwen L. Connery

Gary M. & Lisa F. Cooper

DR R 225 200 2K 20 ZHE N 2R 2R TR 2R N ZER R SRR N 2 200 20K 2 ZEUVZEE 2RV 2R R 20 R ZEE ZNR N ZR AN S A

Jeffrey R. Cooperman

Katie Craig

Elsie V. Crippen, C.P.A.
Stephen L. Crowe, Jr.
Alexander J. Crozier

Michael S. & Elizabeth B. Cuda
Jill D. & Ronald J. Cunningham
Eric B. Dana

Chadwick H. Davis

Kelly R. & Meredith B. Dee
Denny B. & Jane P. Dennison
Kenneth I. & Natalie K. Densmore
Joseph D. Devine

Forrest O. & Colleen C. Dillon
Fred L. & Jill G. Doerr

Lora L. & C. Edward Douglas
Clifford J. Dropkin

Sarah A. & Paul J. Du Wors
Amanda L. Eisenga

John C. Elder

Jude M. Elengical

Ramona D. Elliott & Jose G. Lebron
Charles R. & Barbara M. Evans
Patrick C. & Patricia H. Everett
Kurt A. & Christina F. Ewoldt
Lisa H. & Kevin Fazzari

Suanne H. & Philip D. Fechtmeyer
Daniel J. & Vanessa F. Felgner
Keith R. Ferguson

Jorge A. & Elena Fernandez
Lance K. & Mrs. Jerelyn S. Ford
Matthew T. Franklin

Kevin P. & Tara A. Gannon

John H. & Bethany P. Gardiner
Dean M. & Michelle Gettis
Mary B. & Lawrence J. Giberson
Jerry C. Gilbart, Sr.

Jeffry I. & Jo Gillman

David A. & Jennifer L. Glinter
Robert H. & Kelly A. Goldberg
Eric L. Golomb

Solomon E. Gonite

Cheryl L. & Scott E. Gordon
William D. & Sheri W. Goreschak
William J. & Elizabeth Grasty
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Wade E. Greaton

Randolph J. & Elizabeth O. Gregson
Robert V. Grieb

Varun & Mrs. Rajin Gupta
Edward P. & Cheryl H. Guttenmacher
Edward Halsey

Lawrence A. Hamilton

Parisa Hamzetash

Cindi M. & Christopher D. Harrell
Alfred D. & Barbara S. Harrington
Jonathan W. Hauser

Geoffrey & Karen Heekin

Jan C. Heflinger

Garth A. Henderson

Eric R. Hipp

Wesley R. Hitchcock

Frank D. & Mrs. Keire R. Hosley
James T. & Ulrike B. Houston
Sabrina Hu

Yuwen Hu

Judith E. & William C. Hughes
Robert D. & Mary D. Hunt
Rebecca P. Hunton

Emmett Jay & Janie H. Hutto
Jonathon B. Irving

T. Michael & Melissa L. Janney
Daryl A. & Kathy S. Johnson
Robert O. & Lorene R. Johnson
Richard E. & Shirley E. Jones
Bryan E. & Lisa Joseph

Matthew S. & Jillian M. Josey
Scott A. Karp

John G. & Nancy E. Kassab
Katherine A. Kasser

Barbara L. Keiger

Phyllis K. Kessler & Rick O. Helbing
William E. Kirk

Andrew R. Kitto

Samuel H. & Sandra J. Koltun
David A. Kraslow

Kathleen M. & Eric H. Kropp
Barbara A. & Nathan M. Laird
Deborah M. Lambert

G. Russ Lambing

Michael L. & Linda S. Lang
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Law Offices of Dean M. Gettis, P.A.
Zachary M. & Cynthia W. Leder
John-Paul D. Ledford

Daniel A. Levine & Lauren B. Bronfman
Vincent U. Levito

Sean J. & Kerry L. Lewis

Steven C. Lewis & Patricia C. Hoag
Michael D. Lewitt

Russell C. & Erin G. Lindsay
Natalie D. & Kevin S. Little
Lana. Liu

Joe Lopez

Ching W. Lun

Dennis M. & Diane Y. Maclnnes
Gary R. & Paula Magram

Kari C. & Thomas J. Mainelli
Susan W. & Jeffrey L. Mapen
Laura E. & Jeremy R. Marquis
John S. Matteson

John H. & Jennifer R. McCoskrie
David R. & Jill Mellinger

Michael K. & Donna C. Metzler
Benjamin T. Meyer

Erin M. Meyer

Michael K. & Tina M. Meyer
Ernest F. & Wendy L. Miller

Cris J. Min

Alison W. & Troy E. Mischke
Harold L. & Marlene H. Monk
Jacqueline M. Moore

Mitchell H. & Pam M. Morgan
Robert M. & Hannah R. Morrell
Alexander L. Morris

Charles A. & Danielle A. Morris
Hannah A. & Carl E. Morris
Patric L. Morris

Harry S. Morrison

Donna R. & Steven R. Mountain
National Christian Foundation Orlando
Douglas C. & Lauren A. Neal
Alexander Nhan

Steven P. Nichols

Richard B. Nirenberg

Josh S. Nissen

Paul J. & Rebecca L. Noris
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Daniel M. & Maria R. Norris

Kathleen O’Shea-Rowland, C.P.A.,
C.M.A. & Robert A. Rowland

Donald M. & Pamela S. Oates
Mirtha E. Obregon

Patrick D. Osborn

Daniel K. Parfitt

Karen R. & James L. Park, Jr.
John G. & Georgia W. Parks
Michael R. Patrone

Carroll N. Pearson & Terri Bush
Eric M. & Giovanna C. Peburn
Mrs. Ashley A. Peeper

Cynthia L. Pekrul & Adebayo Adedoyin

PepsiCo

Patti N. & James H. Perkins
Tommy D. & Marsha S. Permenter
John A. & Martina M. Phillips
Sherilyn V. Pichardo

Monique L. Pierce

Robert A. & June Pita

Richard H. Poliard

Roberto A. Posada

Brian S. Potsic

Donald G. Powell & Annette Mills
Gary J. & Frances A. Previts

Lisa A. Prezzano

Doris M. & Henry L. Pujol Il
PwC Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Jean L. Reiner

Mrs. Kasey L. & David R. Repass
Gary S. & Teresa Resetar

Diana S. & Clifton F. Reynolds
Stephen P. & Wendy G. Rice
Thomas L. Rivera

Deborah J. & John P. Rogers
David M. Rosenbloom

Kelly Rosica

Clifford L. & Robyn L.
Cunningham-Sadowsky

Claudia B. Salgado

Cherie K. Sanderson

Thomas M. Schenck

Nancy S. & Scott Schermerhorn
John J. Schoendorf & Debra Durant
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Michael A. & Debra P. Seelig
Jeffrey P. & Nancy O. Seligsohn
Dianne C. & Eric J. Shangold

Brion Lane Sharpe, C.P.A.
Benjamin |. Shorstein

Louise E. Single & Stephen G. Donald
April M. & Arthur J. Sinnott

David R. & Lynn R. Smith

Brendon K. Snyder

Brad A. & Lauren B. Sokol

Dale D. & Lisa M. Stalbaum

Denise F. & David R. Steigerwalt
Derrick J. & Bridget M. Stomberg
Justin M. Stone

Alison F. & Jack R. Stutin

Fortuna M. & Emilio Suster

Alan L. Swartz

Paul T. & Laura M. Swygert
Richard J. & Kari Y. Tarr

Roger J. Terrone & Robin G. Tassler
Wayne & Alice W. Tharp

Mark E. Timmes & Lorrie Miller
David T. Topping

Joshua D. & Sarah P. Traband
Glenn E. Troast

Jeffrey C. & Cassandra B. Turner
Alejandro J. Vicens

Debbie R. Vogel

Davis Waldorff

Arimentha R. Walkins

Kira M. Warnock

Philip S. & Karen Wartenberg
Anne M. & Joseph C. Waryold, Jr.
Kenneth A. & Mrs. Brandy Watson
Bettina W. & Greg S. Weiss
Shelley Lynn & Kevin M. Westberry
James R. & Cynthia L. White
Danielle M. & Wesley L. Whitworth
Paul T. Wilcher

Heidi M. Wilkers

Karen A. & Charles B. Wilson
Paula L. & Eric J. Wilson

Robert L. & Martha J. Wilson
Kenneth L. Wingert, C.P.A.

James D. & Mrs. Mallory D. Wright




Guorui Wu

Kuang-Chiu Yang & Pee-Lea Lee
Ronald J. & Carolyn A. Yelland
Richard E. & Mrs. Landa L. Yester
Marci L. & Henry D. Yunes
Christine N. & John T. Zettel
William A. Ziegler
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$1-$99

Staci L. Abelow

Noel D. & Shelley Addy

Robert N. Alday Il

Mrs. Ansley B. & Brian J. Alderson
Gena S. & Mark A. Anderson

David S. & Judith I. Appel

Peter C. & Cecilia V. Armstrong
Rajiv Asnani

Matthew A. Baranyk

Robert Labib Beshara

Stephanie F. Bestulich

Harrison G. Bidwell

Gianna C. Blankfield

Henry R. & Mary N. Boekhoff
Kristen E. Brand & Eric E. Page
Joann M. & Robert J. Bryant
Aminta Bumrungsup & Chih-Yang Wu
Edward N. & Carolyn A. Calhoun
Slater D. Canan

Christopher D. & Christie Caraballo
Barry L. & Mary Carnes

Justin D. Chang

Lt. Col. James G. & Irene M. Collins
Emily M. Cribb & William D. Tiffin
Karen T. Cunkle

Catherine P. & Jacob S. Dalton
David K. & Lisa A. Daniel

Marshal H. & Cara A. Davis
Leonardo W. de Mendonca
Elizabeth S. Deely

Billy Dobbins

Dariya Dolgolova

Mrs. Chelsey B. & Matthew A. Dukes
Michael C. Dutka

Mrs. Negar S. & Dan Dyke

D2 2R RV 2RV 2R 20 ZE N 2RV 2RI SRR R U R VT 200 20 ZEE 2R R 2 2R 2 2R N S A

DR 2R 2RV VR 20 2 ZEEVEE ZEEVIE I R 20 2R JER R SN R SRR R T 25 20 Z0E 2R TRV ZEEUZEE TRV SRR ZEIR N ZRR N

Jill R. Dymtrow

Robbie L. Elkins

Kathleen G. Ellis

Jose M. & Margarita Falagan
Larry C. Fedro

Nancy P. & Edward R. Fennell Il
Richard S. & Judy H. Fenster
Jeffrey M. Fistel

Debra Fleishman

William M. & Donna K. Fleming
Timothy W. Foley

Charles J. & Jeanette M. Gaboardi
John L. & Linda L. George
Laura B. & Gordon C. Getter
Michael W. & Mary K. Glick

Betsy A. Glickman & Douglas E. Teten

K. Adam Glover

P. Jeffrey Goldstein

Juan C. Gomez

William J. & Stephanie D. Goolsby
Stuart A. & Catherine J. Green
Vadim Grigoryants

Aitang Guan

Jack T. Hahne

Murle E. Harrison (d)

Ginette M. & Robert A. Hartman
Lauren M. Heald

Donna L. & Robert L. Helton
Heather L. Henderson

Ryan T. Henry

Eduardo J. Hernandez

Kalee M. Herro

John T. & Christine L. Higgins
Eugene S. & Suzanne T. Hine
Richard G. & Sharon C. Hineline
Caryl L. Hippler Johnson

Dale E. & Janet M. Hocking
Jack & Mrs. Luna M. Hogue
Hogan R. Humphries

Jennifer M. Hurley

Matthew L. Hyde

Matthew S. & Kerry K. Inger
Sandra D. & Anthony Irish
Teresa A. & Kose John

Adam L. & Keri J. Kaplan
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Joshua A. Kaplan

Ronald M. & Barbra B. Kaplan
Jordan B. Kauffman

Samuel D. Khoury

Marla J. & Peter E. Kim
Sun-Joong Kim

Tracey J. Kinker, C.P.A., P.A.
James L. & Sheryl F. Kirby
Ryan & Julia E. Kittner

Stephen T. Kopriva

Heidi M. & Jeffrey B. Kramer
Waifon A. Lam

Warren H. & Stephanie T. Lampert
Jane R. & G. Matthew Lastinger
Daniel J. Leche

Jonathan M. Lee

Michael D. Lessne

Joshua C. Letts

Linda C. & Mark Levine

Fangpei Li & Rockwell M. Hsu
Theodore R. & Melissa A. Lieber
John S. & Christine L. Ligonis
Victoria L. Litschgi

John J. Logsdon & Leyue Wang
Jaron P. Mandel

Alexander P. Marina

Therese Markowitz

Colby E. & Jennifer A. Marsh
Hilen A. & Veronica A. Martin
John W. & Susan Martin

Eileen M. & Gregory C. Marzak
Cathy & Michael D. Massey
Mrs. Brandy N. & Joseph C. Mazzaferro
Christopher Mccandlish

Amy L. & Christopher J. McGibany
Susan B. & Brian Carl McInnis
Mrs. Amrita S. & Bryan McRae
Shane M. Metzler

Eric S. Meyer

Larimar S. Miquel

Elizabeth A. Misiewicz

Varsha R. Mohinani

Charles E. & Danielle A. Morera
Jane F. Mormile

Sherrie C. Mueller
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John R. & Mrs. Alaina J. Navarette
Alexis R. Newman

Thomas E. & Mrs. Arca R. Nordmann
Matthew J. Oliver

Andrew K. Olson

Linda W. & Phillip J. Orfield
Aminata Ouedraogo

Elizabeth M. & David P. Painter
Alma J. & Michael A. Pascual, Jr.
Sharon G. & Joseph A. Patchett
Daniel H. Peet

Carlos M. & Edith Perez

Carolina A. Perez

Jeff J. Petersen

Dawn G. Petrella

Cordell M. Petry

Patrick R. & Christina L. Pettus

Maj. Roger C. Pierce, USAF
Ret. & Diann V. Dimitri

Marjory E. & John D. Pilley
Janet R. & Louis V. Piniella, Jr.
Julie A. Plummer

Michael R. Poiani

Roger A. & Jennifer Pollak
Gloria & Agustin Prado

Jason S. & Alison Rappaport
Megan R. Reece

Bryan E. & Kristen Reyes
Lawrence R. Rice Il

Austin M. & Tara L. Riopelle
Richard J. & Kristen Rubin

Ron W. & Silvia S. Saenz
Michael H. Salomon, C.P.A., P.C.
Mary K. & Edward A. San Juan
Alexander J. Schepps

Mitchell S. & Mrs. Pei-Lan L. Schoenberg
Holley M. & John R. Schramski
Randy E. & Sylvia F. Settle
Nicole Seward

Donavan B. & Carol A. Shaw
Dona W. Sheldon

Peisha Shen

Laura M. & Howard P. Sills

Lana M. & Donald J. Smyrk

Mrs. Farrah F. & Jon H. Stanford




Thomas W. & Elizabeth A. Stevens
Clint E. Stewart

Mary R. & Mark D. Stouffer

Sheri L. & Timothy D. Tapia
Jennifer & Donald M. Taylor
Howard W. & Sharon Thibaut
Jocelyn D. & David R. Thomas

Daniela M. Wilson

Sierra I. Winston

Allen C. & Beth C. Wohlwend
Susan Wolpe

Lauren E. Wood

Miles Woods

Richard J. & Vicky M. Wright
Carly J. Thurston Xiaowen Wu
Fiona Newport & Robert S. Toth
Colin T. Trumble

Mrs. Jean A. & John S. Tsagaris
Richard M. Tubbs & Shari Piekarski
Brian C. Tyler

Hy & Francine Goldberg Vaupen
Virginia J. Veit

Rong H. Xie

Nova K. Yates

Yali Yi

Mrs. Clare K. & Gregg E. Yorkison
David A. & Jackie P. Young
Taylor L. Zeisloft

Michael R. & Elizabeth Zern
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Jessica C. Vico

Cynthia K. Walton

Ruijun Wan

Tina M. Warden & Steve R. Hisaw
Arthur & Rachel B. Awerman-Weinblatt
Robert C. Wheeler, Sr.

Shannon Whitehead

Jeffry H. Wilensky

Blair A. William & Anna Maria R. Royer

A/
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For information on how you can
support the Fisher School of
Accounting, please contact:

ALISON LAW
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

alison.law@warrington.ufl.edu
(352)392-0381

Give online: warrington.ufl.edu/fisher/give



http://www.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher/give
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Mike Balter

Julie Blocker

Scott Bridgman
Joseph Cannella
Danny Castro

Scott Cerutti

Robert Feldmann
Adrienne J. Figur

G. Thomas Frankland
Chrislynn Freed

Brad Gould

Jeff Hartman

Kevin Herzberg

Alan R. Kirschenbaum
Michael L. Kohner

Lara Long

Rodrigo “Roddy” Melendez

Joelen K. Merkel
Steve Messing
Henry H. Miyares
Becky Moore

Cindy Pekrul

Todd Piacentine
Traci Kratish Pumo
Mike Quackenbush
Steven Rainey
Barbara Jean Raskin
Nick Reader

Sean Richards
Gregory A. Rosica
Dara M. Simon
James R. Southall, Jr.
Robert Tache

Steve Thibault
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Glenn E. Troast

David Uslan

Alfred C. Warrington 1V
Bettina Weiss

R. Michael Willis

Brian Zophin

Honorary Member

_)

Fred Fisher

Emeritus Members

N R R AN TS 20 20 2 2R 2N 2 2 2 A N A 2 2 2R N 2

Russell S. Bogue

J. Michael Cook
Doug Cooper
Jeffrey Davidson
Joseph W. Davis
Matthew A. Dumar
Wayne “Skip” Fraser
Doug Gawrych
Patrick Gramling
Charles W. Hoyman, Jr.
Johnnie P. James
George J. Kehl
Stanley I. Levy

Joan Millett

Harold L. Monk, Jr
Russell S. Natherson
Jack Rybicki

Jerry Schine

Mike Shemelya
Richard H. Simonet
Loreen M. Spencer
Larry Thoele

Douglas Thompson, Jr.
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——2018-19 ANNUAL REPORT: ACADEMICS

T — FISHER'S UNDERGRADUATE

AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS
EARN STRONG RANKINGS

The Fisher School of Accounting’s graduate
pe program claimed its fifth consecutive top-
10 finish among public schools as part of
U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Graduate
Schools 2020” rankings. The program
, AP ranked No. 9 among U.S. public schools
“_ 4 o and No. 17 overall. It outranked graduate
4 ) accounting programs at schools such as the
. < Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
Harvard University, University of Virginia and
Arizona State University.

The School’s undergraduate program
remained in the No. 6 position among U.S.
public programs in the latest U.S. News &
World Report’s “2020 Best Colleges” ranking.

. Overall, the undergraduate program was once
Q A ‘ S ‘ N G again ranked No. 11 in the U.S.

Fisher students are prepared to shine. They

participate in undergraduate and graduate programs
ranked among the best in the country, ensuring
they are ready to make an immediate impact when

they take the CPA Exam and start a career.

} For more on Fisher’s rankings,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher



http://news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

Accounting Report

Once again, accounting professors and deans have ranked the
Fisher School of Accounting’s undergraduate and master’s
programs in the top 5 among publics and its doctoral program
in the top 15 among publics on the Public Accounting Report’s
38th Annual Professors Survey.

The undergraduate program rose to No. 4 among publics and

No. 7 overall, up one spot in each category from No. 5 and No. 8,
respectively, in 2018. The master’s program at the Fisher School
remained No. 4 among publics and No. 7 overall. The Fisher School's
doctoral program was named the No. 13 program among publics and

No. 17 overall.

“It is an honor to be named among the best accounting schools in
the nation again by our peers,” said Gary McGill, Associate Dean and
Director of the Fisher School of Accounting. “These rankings document

the hard work and excellence of our students, faculty and staff.”

The Fisher School’'s undergraduate and master’s programs also
ranked highly among programs with 17-23 full-time faculty members.
The undergraduate program was ranked in the No. 1 spot, and the
master’s program was ranked No. 2. Both the undergraduate and

master’s programs were named the No. 1 program in the South.



80% PASSING RATE

CPA Exam Scores

The Fisher School continues to prepare graduates for success
on the CPA Exam.

The School’s first-time candidates distinguished themselves
by earning an overall passing rate of 80% for all parts of the
CPA exam attempted in 2017. This pass rate placed eighth in
the nation among 264 large academic institutions (defined
as having at least 60 candidates) participating in the CPA
exam. It also placed the School 12th in the nation among

all 797 academic institutions (defined as having at least 10

candidates) taking part in the CPA exam during 2017.




STUDENT PROFILE

- Black=3%
> White=60%

TOTAL 2> Asian=8%

623

- Other=9%

50% d 5['% Q

INCOMING GRADUATE STUDENTS (FALL 2018)

AVERAGE AVERAGE
GMAT SCORE ACCOUNTING GPA

298 3.3l



UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES CONFERRED
2018-19

40 fall + 116 spring + 3 summer = 159 total

2017-18
28 fall + 115 spring + 6 summer = 149 total

2016-17
38 fall + 112 spring + 4 summer = 154 total

2015-16
57 fall + 127 spring + 7 summer = 191 total

2014-15

38 fall + 124 spring + 8 summer = 170 total
MASTER’S DEGREES CONFERRED
2018-19

2 fall + 104 spring + 1 summer = 107 total

2017-18
2 fall + 103 spring + 4 summer = 109 total

2016-17
5 fall + 95 spring + 4 summer = 104 total

2015-16
6 fall + 92 spring + 3 summer = 101 total

2014-15
11 fall + 74 spring + 5 summer = 90 total
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NDUSTRY
SHAPERS

The education received at the Fisher School is only part
of what it means to be a Business Gator. Graduating and
moving into the professional journey gives alumni an
opportunity to make the Fisher School known throughout the

accounting profession.

CLASS NOTES

TROY ATLAS (BSAc 1988, MAcc 1990) has joined
Stonehill as its President. Stonehill is a strategy and
innovation consultancy using design thinking, data
analytics and business intelligence to help the world’s
most interesting brands to identify opportunity,

implement change and accelerate growth.

NADIA BATEY (BSAc 2004) was admitted into James
Moore & Company’s partnership. A member of the
firm for nearly 14 years, Batey provides tax advisory
and compliance services with a focus on serving the
needs of small businesses, real estate firms, and

manufacturing, technology and startup companies.

LAURENCE BERNSTEIN (BSAc 2007, MAcc 2007) was
promoted to director in Berkowitz Pollack Brant
Advisors and Accountants’ tax services practice. He
leads the firm’s accounting intelligence practice,
which provides outsourced cloud-based accounting

to growing and mid-sized companies.

JOHN HAVEN (BSAc 2000, MAcc 2000) was named
the Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration
at the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire.
Previously, he was the Executive Director for the
University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine

for 15 years.

JOHNNIE P. JAMES, JR. (BSAc 1980, MAcc 1981)

was hamed CEO of the Lykes Bros., a Tampa-based
agribusiness. James joins Lykes Bros. after a 30+ year
career in public accounting serving large agricultural

family businesses throughout the southeast.

AUBREY J. LYNCH (BSAc 2003, MAcc 2003), was
recently hired by the Sarasota law firm Williams
Parker as director of fiduciary tax matters. She is

formerly a principal with CS&L CPAs.

CAMERON MACMILLAN (BSAc 2007, MSE 2009) is
the co-founder of RotoGrinders, a web-based daily
fantasy sports community and two-time Gator100
award-winning company. RotoGrinders was recently
acquired by Better Collective, the world’s leading
developer of digital platforms for bookmaker
information, iGaming communities and betting tips,

for $21 million.

JOSE I. MOLINA (BSAc 1996, MAcc 1997) has been
appointed Chief Financial Officer of the Spanish
Broadcasting System. Molina has over 20 years

of experience in corporate finance leadership and
public accounting roles, including broad experience
in mergers and acquisitions, capital markets and

corporate restructuring.

JOHN STATEN (BSAc 1989, MAcc 1990) was named
the Chief Operating Officer of Orange Lake Resorts,
home of the Holiday Inn Club Vacations brand.
Staten will play a key role in delivering a seamless
and consistent brand experience instrumental to

achieving resort and financial growth goals.

} To read more class notes or to submit your own,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/classnotes


http://news.warrington.ufl.edu/classnotes

GIVING BACK TO THE

Fisher School

The Fisher School of Accounting played
an integral role in the lives of Aaron
(BSAc ‘04, MAcc '04) and Carly (BSPR
’04) Topol—and not just because of what

happened in the classroom.

Now married for more than 15 years, the couple briefly dated in

high school before leaving for the University of Florida. They soon
reunited on campus after Carly needed help in the Intro to Financial
Accounting course. She reached out to Aaron, who was majoring in
accounting, at her mother’s suggestion. His guidance helped her pass
the class, but it also reconnected the two, who started to date soon
after and were married shortly following graduation.

Today, Aaron serves as Ernst & Young’s International Tax and
Transaction Services Leader for the Central region. The Topols credit
much of their success to the Fisher School and were honored to
financially support the accounting school. They requested a large
percentage of their donation be allocated to the School’s scholarship
fund, ensuring that students in need are able to reap the many
benefits that Fisher offers.

>

To read more about the Topols’ story,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher




Steve Knopik (BSBA ‘77), Chairman & CEO, Bealls, Inc.

A Path to Leadership

One week after Steve Knopik became an accounting major,
he hit a roadblock. Knopik had breezed through every level
of schooling to that point, but a surprise quiz in his first
accounting class earned him a ‘D’ and the first difficult

academic moment of his life.

“I got walloped,” Knopik said. “It taught me that I wasn't infallible
or God’s gift to academia. I had to work hard.” .

That wakeup call changed his perspective on the accounting &%
profession and motivated him.

Today, he is the Chairman and CEO at Bealls, Inc. Knopik
(BSBA '77) started with the company in 1984 and grew
to titles such as Vice President of Finance, Senior Vice
President of Finance and Executive Vice President
before being elevated to Chairman and CEO.

=l

He was chosen by then-CEO Bob Beall to take over as .
CEO after Beall retired in August 2006. When Beall [V,
became an emeritus member of the board, he gave ! ’
Knopik the Chairman title, too.

“Growth spawns opportunity, and it certainly did for me,”
Knopik said. “My responsibility has expanded quite a bit
over my years with the company.”

To read more about Knopik’s story,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher

>




TWO FISHER ALUMNI EARN

Prestigious Honor

Fisher alumni Emily Buzby and Michael Dougherty received
the Elijah Watt Sells Award, given to CPA candidates who

obtain a cumulative average score above 95.50 across all
four sections of the Uniform CPA Examination, pass all four

sections on their first attempt and completed testing in 2018.

Out of the nearly 86,000 people who took the CPA Exam in
2018, only 110 candidates met the criteria to receive the Elijah
Watt Sells Award. Buzby and Dougherty are two of the four

award recipients from Florida.

Buzby and Dougherty both received their Bachelor in
Accounting and Master of Accounting degrees in 2018.
Buzby works at KMPG in Jacksonville, Fla., and Dougherty is

employed at Dixon Hughes Goodman, LLP in Jacksonville, Fla.

To read more about this accomplishment,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher
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The Fisher School doubled its representation in the 2019
Gator100, which highlights the 100 fastest-growing,
Gator-owned or Gator-led businesses in the world. Four

Fisher graduates were honored in the prestigious group.

No.
No.
No.
No.

20
27
38
64

Avant Healthcare Professionals, led
by CFO Spencer Lloyd (BSAc '81)

Ctrip, led by CEO Jane
Sun (BSAc '92)

Global Trust, led by Brian Brescia
(BSAc'02, MAcc '02)

Fusion CPA, led by Trevor
McCandless (BSAc '04)



FISHER ALUMNUS NAMED

A Top. Professotr

Fisher School of Accounting alumnus Michael Donohoe
(Ph.D. '11, BSAc '01) was named to Poets & Quants’

2018 Top 50 Undergraduate Professors list. Donohoe

is currently an Associate Professor of Accountancy
and PwC Faculty Fellow at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign Gies College of Business.

He was named a University of Florida Outstanding
Young Alumnus in 2018.




ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHTS

Ricky Caplin (BSAc ‘05, MAcc ‘05) started his
healthcare IT consulting firm, The HCI Group, in

a townhome in Atlanta. While he faced hardships

in the first few years of the business, he would
ultimately grow the company into one with almost
$250 million in revenue. That success caught the eye
of India-based Tech Mahindra, which purchased the
company in 2017. Today, Caplin remains as CEO of
The HCI Group, which has become a global leader in
the industry, operating in nearly 20 countries across
North America, Europe, the Middle East and Asia.

George Pollock (BSAc ‘89, MAcc '90) led a team
in the Race Across America, a cycling race

that encompasses 3,000 miles, climbs 175,000
feet and crosses through 12 states. The group’s
work raised $107,000 for the FSH Society and
reached 400 people who had never heard of FSH
Muscular Dystrophy.

To read more about Caplin and Pollock,
visit news.warrington.ufl.edu/fisher
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